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Smallpox in Arkansas. 

Little Bock, Abe:., October 4, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to make the following report concerning small- 
pox in Arkansas : Twenty cases have been reported on the plantation 
of J. M. Gracie, in Jefferson County ; 6 cases on the plantations of J. K. 
Thibanl and J. E. Frazer, 8 miles southeast of Little Eock, and several 
cases on plantations about 2 miles east of Wrightsville, Pulaski County. 

Cases of smallpox have been occasionally reported along the line of 
the Choctaw and Memphis Eailway in course of construction from here 
to the Indian Territory. The disease has been of a mild type, and on , 
that account has not occasioned the fear which seems to be necessary to 
cause proper steps to be taken to eradicate it. The cases on the plan- 
tations near Little Eock are exclusively among negroes. Some of them 
have not been confined to the house but have been picking cotton in 
the fields with gangs of other pickers, while pickers who live in houses 
where there are severe cases go to the fields and work with others. No 
official action has been taken to control the disease in this county. 
Eespectfully, yours, L. P. Gibson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Vessels from Cuba and Porto Rico arriving at Baltimore during the week 
ended October 7, 1899. 

BiLTiMOBB, Md, October 7, 1899. 
Sib : I respectfully transmit the following statement of vessels which 
have entered at the port of Baltimore from ports in Cuba and Porto 
Eico during the week ended October 7, 1899 : 



Date. 


Nationality. 


Name of vessel. 


Where from. 


Date of 

sailing. 


Nature of 
cargo. 




Norwegian 


Steamship Hermann Wedel 
Jarlsberg. 




Sept. 24 
Sept. 26 






Santiago de Cuba 










co t and 
wood. 



Eespectfully, yours, 



Jno. E. King, 

Acting Deputy Collector. 



Sanitary report from Ponce. 

Ponce, Pobto Eico, September 25, 1899. 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith the weekly quarantine 
and abstract of bills of health reports for the week ended September 
23. Also mortality statistics for the two weeks ended on the same date. 
The weekly report of infectious diseases this week shows only 1 case 
of typhoid fever and 3 cases of chicken pox. The general health of 
Ponce continues as before. 

Nothing of interest has occurred among the shipping during the 
week. The steamer Maria Herrera came in from Cuba, but as she had 
been disinfected at Santiago and carried only immunes, she was 
admitted to pratique. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavindeb, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. M. S. 
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Number and caxtses of deaths in Ponce jurisdiction during the two weeks ended September S3, 

1899. 

Alcoholism (congestion of brain), 1 ; anasarca. 1 ; atrepsy, 5 ; bronchitis, chronic, 2 ; 
cirrhosis of liver, 1 ; chloro-ansemia, 4 ; congestion of lungs, 1 ; cachexia, senile, 1 ; 
carcinoma, 1 ; diarrhea, acute, 1 ; diarrhea, chrohic, 4 ; dyspepsia, 1 ; dyspepsia infan- 
tum, 2 ; drowned, 28 ; enteritis, 3 ; enteritis, chronic, 6 ; entero-colitis, 10 ; endocar- 
ditis, 1 ; eclampsia, 1 ; eclampsia infantum, 1 ; erysipelas, 2 ; gastro-enteritis, 3 ; gas- 
tric fever, 1 ; hemorrhage, cerebral, 1 ; inanition, 3 ; insufficiency and stenosis of the 
aorta, 1 ; malarial fever, 4 ; malarial fever (remittent form), 1 ; malnutrition, 1 ; men- 
ingitis, 3 ; puerperal fever, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; rachitis, 1 ; spasm of glottis, 1 ; tetanus, 
1 ; tetanus infantile, 2 ; tuberculosis, pulmonary, 10 ; valvular disease of heart, 1 ; 
wounds of kidney and spine, 1. Total, 114. Births in the same period, 46. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., September 24, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the week ended September 23, 1899, there arrived on the Mexican 
Central Eailroad 2 passengers from Cuba via Vera Cruz, a destitute 
colored man and a poor Italian laborer, both without certificates and 
without baggage. The colored man ai rived September 18, 1899, only 
four days absent from Vera Cruz. I held him until the morning of the 
24th inst. The Italian arrived September 23, 1899, two days out from 
Vera Cruz. Will hold him until September 27, 1899. 

El Paso, Tex., October 1, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the week ended September 30, 1899, all passengers but 1 from 
the City of Mexico and other points had certificates "not having been 
in infejted districts." One tourist, who would not give information of 
his whereabouts four days prior to leaving the City of Mexico, I de- 
tained and had his baggage disinfected. No passengers from Tampico 
during the past week. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Loredo, Tex., September SO, 1899. — I have the honor to submit the 
following report of inspection service for the week ended September 23, 
1899: 

International ferry. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo Laredo 
to Laredo, Tex., 860 ; inspected and refused entry from Monterey, Mex- 
ico, to Laredo, Tex., 3. 

International footbridge. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, tp Laredo, Tex., 2,525; includes. 23 immigrants; bag- 
gage and household effects noninfected ; inspected and refused entry 
from Monterey to Laredo, Tex., 3; other points in Mexico to Laredo, 
Tex., 3; total, 6. 

Mexican National Eailroad Bridge. — Inspected and allowed entry 
without detention : Prom City of Mexico, 50 ; San Luis Potosi, 24 ; 
Saltillo, 40 ; Monterey, 163 ; other points, 82 ; total entered, 359. Eefused 
entry from City of Mexico, 4 ; Monterey, 1 ; total, 5. 

The large increase of entries for week ended September 23 was caused 
by returning excursionists, as the railroad had put on very cheap rates. 
The larger portion were persons from Laredo, Tex., well-known to me, 
and the majority were inspected. before leaving here. 

October 2, 1899.— On September 25, 3 persons were seen fording the 
river on the frontier by one of the Marine-Hospital Service guards. He 
telephoned me, and I told him to send them back, which he did. A 
few hours later I was informed they had again crossed and were under 



